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e 17" June, 2009
Dear Sir,

CitiSpace (Citizens’ Forum for Protection of Public Spaces) established in June 1938
is an NGO which networks 600 Resident Associations, Community Based
Organisations (CBOs), NGOs, Trade/Commercial Establishments and individuals in
most of Mumbai’s 24 Wards. Our creed is the protection of all Public Open Spaces
(such as Footpaths, Playgrounds, Recreation grounds, No Development Zones,
Beaches and Mangroves etc.) and advocacy of the rightful use of those spaces.

We are horrified, shocked and appalled to read today’s news items on open spaces
of Greater Mumbai which the MCGM and GOM are proposing to hand over to private
clubs (copies enclosed) to exploit for personal gain and use. You must be aware that
these reserved open spaces are a public amenity meant for public use by all citizens
without exception.

A stay was granted on this anti-citizen Caretaker Policy by Shri Vilasrao Deshmukh
for very valid reasons and we wish to point out that the stay does not in anyway
cause any impediment in the way of MCGM doing its duty towards securing all open
spaces of Greater Mumbai. The MCGM has a budgeted amount for this purpose and
in fact Rs.5 crores have been given to each 24 municipal wards for this very

purpose.

In the past citizens were up in arms as they saw before them the prospect of losing
all open spaces to private developers encouraged by local politicians. In 2007
CitiSpace took a lead in a campaign to save Mumbai's very scant public open
spaces. In an open letter to the then Chief Minister eminent citizens have pointed
out their misgivings and concern for the caretaker policy stating that if such a
disastrous policy was to have been passed the DP planning would go completely
awry choking the city to death. A copy of this clipping is enclosed for your ready
reference. It details how such a policy would be ruinous and methods towards best
practices for MCGM and GOM to follow.

We would like to mention here very strongly that the citizens of Mumbai are
not going to be pleased or degive any government or politician, who for their
personal game convert and takeover public land for private use. We are aghast
at having read that all that the politicians are interested in at this moment is to
distribute among themselves this booty by grabbing public open spaces and that this
issue is going to be discussed in the Group Leaders meeting today (17" June,

2009).

‘We are very keen to come and meet you at the earliest to convince you that it is in
the best interest of Mumbai and its citizens and that reserved public open spaces are
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most used by the marginalized, the poor and the middle class. If they are deprived
of this the politicians will never be forgiven.

to seek an appointment mutually at your convenient time.

C D Qpat

Neera Pun Nayana Kathpalia
Convenor Co-convenor

We will call your

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

On behalf of the CitiSpace Core Committee:

_Mr. Jekisan Bhatia Mr. Gerson da Cunha Mr. Bhanu Desai
Mr. H. S. D’Lima Mr. Rajkumar Sharma Capt. Joe Lobo
Ms. Vidya Vaidya Mr. Atul Vora Mr. Sharad Bansal

Dr. Rustum Soonawalla

e Mggan Bhujbal, Dy. Chief Minisj€l
r. Shubha Raul, Hon’ble Mayor
All Six MPs of Greater Mumbai
Group Leader in the MCGM of:-
v~ Congress
Shiv Sena
BJP
NCP
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Mr Chief Minister, stop this ruinous move

Mr Vilasrao Deshmulh
Chief Minister of Maharashirs

Dear Sir,
UMPBAI'S ~ ASPIRA-
TION of becoming a
Global City received 2
severs selback on Ma-
vembe 007, While civic and

st aders were meeting
with the Mayor of London and his
e 1o exchange ideas and infor-
mation concerning Mumbai’s
growth as o global city, the BMC
Im Committes was
debating the Caretaker Po
that would hand over large
chunks of open space for the
building of clubs. The irony is
that while the Mayor's meeting
spoke unegulvocally about pre-
serving, tending and creating
more ppen recregtional grounds
for a truly global clry, the BMC
cofmmities was nassing a resolu
Hom to deprive Mumbai of thoss
VETY Spacas!

Tha Caretaker Policy will allow
rezerved plots of 5000 8q. mt .md
e, and 15000 sq, il and aver;
alven f:u— the dew onment ot

very nature, ars restricted to
members and closed o the gener
alpublie, However ‘eorrectly’ the
contractual agreement hatween
the Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai (MOGHM) and
the private party may read, Lhe
i

" Lc: rumn lh' Jrhu 1llr3, E
i [)?1'601 al fiefdom, Th 1
aver public land, which is hald
trust by the Government for i
citizens. is truly amoral.

Money being po
Mumbai for developmental needs,

but the city is deterivrating. In
marked contrast to cities Kke Del-
hi and Hyderabad, we are
ing at a furious pace with little
thought to the dismal environ-
mental pictura. The common
man with seant resources and no
access to places of recrestion is
the greatest casualiy of this blind
policy

Internationzl puidelines for
Erech open 8haces in an urhan en-
vironment sre ¢ acres per 1000
penple, with several maga cities
like Dethi, London and New York
lar excesding this figure. Mum-
bai, with an abysmally low 0.03
seres per 1000 people, iz poor in-
dead!

_l_.a_si year, Mum bai suf-

fered a hody blow when
the Supreme Court, inex-
plicably, overturned the
Bomhay High Court ruling
in the mill lands case, and
the city’s chance to have a
sizeahle green space was
lost. More recently the
much-awaited Eastern
Waterfront Project, with
its inclusion of
promenades, parks, gar-
dens and other public
amenities, seems to be
sunk before it starts

Apart from irreparable loss

safety of our city? During -the
floods of J L ver 500
Iiumbaika:

nres of ri-
port, inglad-
e Government's oem Ohi
tale report, stresses the need for
apen wizced spaces to act as
sponges to atsorh excess water i

Eminent citizens and activists write an open letter
to Vilasrao Deshmukh to save Mumbai

MEMBERS OMLY: Matoshree Club, Jogashwari

ler. The MCGM has allocated He

400 crore in its budge: of 200700

for public open spaces. There are
i

ara not accourting for the skating
rink at the Kridangan Gard
this would not apply

the eventiality of i](xl\'_y umh‘I

i:arastronhic events sch 3
Toretold, how can we in all con

Hrindanga Garden
science, actually destroy our de ad :

received under BT of sucl
st-!rve(l cper'. spelcc.:' ;.ai 1‘(\1-' f"'

Iumtm fmkmgA the 1 1
of Gyal Maidan (22 mst the MCGM H'- 1(’.64 crore,

266.6 crove for addi-
1

den (125 acres), hoth pu
spaces, we find that their aw
capital costs plus maintenan
budget for ctie year come toan ap
proximate RS 11 lakl per acte fwe

cd by the State Government, pre-
& dcd by a public debate. Some

e
u "I‘hn_ Rz 400 crove budget shauld
be uzed fivst to secure all MCGM

. reserved ;,mumls with fencing

arid 2 seeurity arrangetment

w Therz ghould be no blanket pol
iy hasad entirely on the size of
the reserved open spaces.
ward-wize swwvey of plots of
Fl0sg mand above and 15600sq m
and above should be undertaken
to assess the needs of the commu-
rity for a sports facility

® Supgestions/chjections should
he invited in a transparent man

ner afier the survey results are

disseminated to the public

u The sports facllity must serve
all members of the community
and not just members.

w A hybrid model where the
MOGM develops the facility with
its own funds and the stakehold-
ers menage it with funds from
corprrates is ane sich option

w Private clubs cannot be built on
1 o open spaces. They nust
be buili cn land purchesed by pro-
muters

w [T the MOGM wants citizens to
azsistit, then the Adaption’ polk-
cy should be followed. This differs
from the caretaker model ir. that
it iz more citizen friendly, allows
neighborhood  committess o
come forwand in the maintenance
of open spaces and is more envi-
ronment sensitive as it does not
allow any constrietion  other
than a small mali chosky,

ar the Adoption policy to suc-
the MCGM must FigST
he public at lerge ¢
hat a) such a policy exists and by
where the infor n would be
available. As an edial
step the MOGM must adve
this fact widaly in major English
and Indian language newspapers.
'The peolicy should 22 explained
and a list of =zl Hecreation
GroundsPlaygrouné Parks and

Gardens available for adeptins:
placed on the Ward Otfice Notice
Board, at the site, at other public
spots in the locality, in the print
and elactronic media and the
MOCGM wehsite. The zpplication
system needs to be streamlined
arud mere Hme for the apptic
process be given— 230 days, as now
given, is just not enough,

We are writing to you Hon'ble
Chief Minizsler to please save our
city from this looming threat,
Though the magter s directly
handled by the MCGM, suraly
your office has the power tovetoa
bad policy, Tn the nams of devel-
opment, Mumbai is being over:
built in the worst possible man-
ner and this great city of India
will be ruinad forever Ve hope
that your concern for the envi
ronment, the ordinary eitizen and
Mumbai itself, will ensure rthat
yol intervens in this matier and
atay the policy In its current form.

Yoners faithfully

Justice B. N, Srikrishm, for-
mer judge, Supreme Courd, Jues-
tice 8. Varlava, former judge,
Supreme Court, Sharad Eale,
Sormear Municipal Coimintissioner,
Mumbni, I, M, Sukthenkar, for-
mer Municipal Commizsicier;
Mumbeal, Sotish Sehney, former
Police Compnissiorer, Murbet,
Julio Ribeiro, forter Police
Corrrlssioner, Mumina, Corus
Guzder, CMIL AFL Limited.
Nasser Munjee, Chalrman, Dt
Limited, Gerson Da Cunha,
Convenor AGNI, Sheiln Srivi-
vesan, President, Digria &
dation, Debi Goenka, E
Trustee, Conservation Ac
Trust, Shirin Bharucie,
Tricstee, VAL Trust, Shallesiz
Grandhi, RTT Acti Negyvano
Korhpatia, Trosiee, NAGAR
Neera Punj, Conpenor -
Sivace, Meher Rafoat, Cer
L




Bhavika Jain
Mumbai, June 16 .

IT°S ABOUT the open spaces
in your city.

The playgrounds and recre-
ation grounds where your chil-
dren play could get usurped
onceagain if your elected rep-
resentatives have their way.

Leaders of the ruling saffron

alliance met Mayor Shubha

Raul and Municipal Commi-
ssioner Jairaj Phatak on
Tuesday to decide on the care-
taker policy for open spaces
and their development.

As per the caretaker policy,
private players can carry out
development of open spaces.

In 2007, the state government -

stayed allocation of open spaces

— recreation groundsand play- -

grounds — to private parties =

following citizens’ complains.

Some of these open spaces were
given to trusts run by politi-

cians from the saffron alliance.

These included the Matoshri
Club at Jogeshwari-Vikhroli
Link Road, Kamala Vihar Sports
Club at Kandivli, Prabodhankar
Thackeray Krida Sankul and

Swimming Pool at Vile Parle,

Prabodhan Krida Bhuvan at

Goregaon and MIG Club in

Bandra besides others.

Hindustan Times had in 2007.

revealed how your elected rep-
resentatives, who were sup-
posed to make open spaces
available for the city, were Keen
to take their possession.

“The. 'd-e'i;elopment of many

open spaces is restricted due
to thestay on the caretaker pol-
icy and hence we demand that
the stay be lifted,” said Shiv

Sena leader Ravindra Waikar.

“We haven’t decided any-
thing on Tuesday as members
from the Congress were not

pr_esént.at the meeting,” said
Mayor Shubha Raul. “We will

- decide on it tomorrow at the

group leaders’ meeting.”

The policy was stayed after
the builders flouted norms by
leasing the grounds for com-
mercial purposes, increasing
membership fees and not keep-

~ ing the grounds accessible for

public use.
The civic body planned to
give away 49 plots of over four

acres to private builders who _

would build clubs with restrict-
ed entry to citizens.
bhavika.jain@hindustantimes.com




