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Hon'ble Chief Minister, Maharashtra s Ay
Mantralaya, :
Mumbai 400032 - ooty afEaTe , :
€ NED - 17" Jupe,2011

Dear Shri. Prithviraj Chavan,

SUB: Maharashtra Government plans zoological and botanical park at Aarey Colony
(refer attached article 1)

CitiSpace (Citizens’ Forum for Protection of Pubiic Spaces) is happy to read that the
Maharashtra Government is planning to construct a zoological park and botanical garden
at Aarey Colony and will help maintain the greenery of Aarey colony.

Established in June 1998, CitiSpace networks over 600 Resident Associations,
Community Based Organisations (CBOs), NGOs, Trade/Commercial Establishments
and individuals in most of Mumbai’s 24 Wards. Our creed is the protection of all Public
and Open Spaces (such as Footpaths, Playgrounds, Recreation grounds, Beaches and
Mangroves) and advocacy of the rightful use of those spaces. CitiSpace has been working
since 1999 to save Recreation Grounds, Playgrounds, Parks and Gardens, which are
designated as Reserved Open Spaces in the Development Plan of Greater Mumbai.

you shortly.

We would like to bring to your notice CitiSpace’s views on the recent plans of MCGM's to
build a world class zoo costing Rs.600 crore at the oldest botanical garden in Greater
Mumbai i.e. Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan (VJB), locally known as Rani Baug. This
plan fortunately was halted due to the persistent and unfaltering resolve of Mumbai's
citizens and the Save Rani Bagh Botanical Garden Action Committee backed by many
organizations including CitiSpace.

The main reasoning that won out in the end was that .

¢ V.JB. Udyan's Heritage Botanical Garden with large and small, varied vegeiation,
including several rare trees and many frees have stood rooted for 300 or more
years — it is a unique heritage worth preserving

s The current area of V. -B. Udyan is too small to accommodate over 800 animals
as envisaged by the MCGM.

* Itis one of Mumbai's largest green open public space and oldest heritage botanical
garden — 150 years old. Given the high level of pollution and congestion, Mumbai
sorely needs to preserve one of its vital green lungs.

(enclosed articles 2 & 3)
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It has been our experience that for large projects such

as these, often the best practice for

any proposals js to observe and take Cognizance of the yse that the public naturaily puts

these places 1o and to invoive informeg Citizens proactively in the process of drawing up

these proposals,

We would like 1o draw your attention to the fact that CitiSpace is in the Bombay High
Court (Writ 1152 of 2002) and has received an order disallowing SRA Schemes,
rehabilitation on lands reserveq as green in the Development Plan of Greater Mumbai,

which includes Aarey Milk Colony, NDz, efc. Cases for

rehabilitation on Aarey Milk Colony

Came up twice and were rejected by the Bombay High Court both times.(emf,l Mumbean

clipo)
CitiSpace would be very happy to meet You to discuss this issue in depth.PP mj 2

Thank you,

Yours sincerely,

Nayana Kathpalia
Co-convenor

On behalf of

Neera Punj
Convenor

& Core Committea:
=—==LOmmitfee:

Mr. Jekisan Bhatia Mr. Gerson daq Cunha
Mr. H. 8. D'Lima - Mr. Rajkumar Sharma
Ms. Vidya Vaidya Mr. Atul Vora

Mr. Sharag Bansaj

CC: Shri. Subodh Kumar, Municipaj Commisioner

Enclosed as above

Mr. Bhany Desaj
Capt. Joe Lobo
Dr. Rustum Soonawalia
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Maha govt plans zoological and botanical park at
Aarey Colony

Mumbai, Jun 12 (PTl) Maharashtra Government is planning to construct a
zoological park and botanical garden at Aarey Colony in suburban Mumbai. A
committee will be set up to study the feasibility soon. Aarey Colony is a vast

Chavan at a meeting of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development and Fisheries
Department recently. Minister of State for Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development
and Fisheries, Gulabrao Devkar, told PT! that the proposal for setting up a
zoological garden and a botanical park came from the Forest Department. The
Park will come up through Public Private Participation (PPP) mode. "The project
will help maintain the greenery of Aarey colony, will protect the place from
encroachers, and generate some income for the government through tourist
inflow,” Devkar said. Similarly, the government is also planning to re-develop the
Aarey land in Worli, a prime central Mumbai area. "T, he real estate prices are very
high in this area and through re-development, the government can get revenue,”
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Municipal Commissioner Aseen
Gupta and other officials discussec
e A how best could changes be incorpo-
early three years after it jas o Nightsefard . natedintothe exlsting st up, whilg
approved and touted as the 1 Elevated pathway in thaavlary - still preserying the fiora and favina,
plan that would change the ,\ 'ﬂi?éadfffer'smaréas" re}iﬁserilirﬁ' 2 While initfally, there was sup-
- face of the Byculls zoo, the Aela, Africa ndl Australigcontinents - posed 1o be an aviary at the 200, now
Rs 470-crore niega revamp project for with their anfmals Sy R only mammals will be housed hare,
the 200 15 likely to be chucked inte » Athome park R Plans to shift birds and repliles to a
the dusthin, e L A iipst larger 200 being planned at Powai are
Though initiatly approved by the afoot.
Central Zoo Authority (CZA), the : He added, " separate cat arena,
eevamp proposal drawn up by con-  remark to the CZA, saying that no which wili have bigger moats for
sultants, faced several hurdles, major changes should be made to the ‘tigers, lions, leapards and other cats
The Mumbal - Heritage existing set up of the zoo, will be constructed a four acre plot,
Conservation Committee (MHCC) Addilionally, the new municipal  which will be carved out of R IRCENE
had been arguing for awhile that the commissioner  Subodh  Kiymar Ly-acquired seven acre land adjacent
flora and fauna of the 48-yearold  has said that due to paucity of funds,  tothe zpo." ;
Veermata Jijabai Bhionsale Udyan Zoo - the Brihanmumbai Mumnlcipal Another official said that the
would be adversely affected if the" Carporatien (BMC) woufd not be . enclosures will provide better habltats
Tevamp project progressed as perthe  ableto spend more than Rs 150 crore for the animals, There will also be a
‘odglnalplan, coontheproject, - 0 o . geprate arena will glass covers so that
T -I_{eq:'ehtl_y,"m:mi'd‘g,!MHCG refect- A senlor pificial from BMC said  visliors will be able to watch the ani-
proposal and even sent a - thatat arecent meeting Add ional | mals closely, without any danger:
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hances are, in about five
years your escape from road
- highway will lie in the new-
 look Aarey Milk Colony abutting it
If all goes according to the grand
“the Ministry of Dairy
n

You can take an educational trip to the redeveloped
dairy, which will have automatic milking machines
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